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wear a Kanthi is granted to women as well as to
men, for they too are spiritual beings; but no
woman may assume a Kanthi previous to
marriage nor may she become the disciple of
her husband's Guru.2'^

To Brahmins at the time of investiture with
the sacred thread is. communicated the Brah-
minical Manfra which they are not allowed on
any account to communicate to those who are
not Brahmins.24 In like manner at the time of
initiation a Mantra is whispered into the ear
of Kabir Panthis. This Mantra serves as a bond
of union" between members of the Panth and
'also suggests a position of privilege,25

Brahmins wear upon their forehead the sign
of the God whom they worship. Kabir Panthis

(23) If disciples of the same G-uru they would be regarded.
as brother and sister aud so their marriage would become
unlaw t'ul. This, however, appears to be a later refinement
as Dharm Dass and his wife were both the disciplea of Kabir.
They would ' probably nrgue that this was a matter of
necebsliy, a-< ai lhat time there was only one Guru whereas
in modern days there are many.

'(24) The spiritual life of Brahmins, Kshattriyas and
Vaishyas is recognised from the time when they receive the
mantra, from their Guru and are invested with the sacred
thread. From that time they are subject to the rules of caste,
Only those who have reached- years of discretion are admitted
as members of the JPawk with the possible exception, of
children, both of whose parents are already members.

(25), The initiatory Mantra of the Rabir Panthis said
to contain five words which represent one name or revelation
of the one true Ood. Should the chela at the time of initia-
tion fail to catch the words on account of nervousness or the
noise of music, he may have it repeated to him by some other
member of the Panth, provided that this is done in a solitary
place where there is no chance of the words being overheard
by others.